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Bangalore entrepreneur bags Rolex award with
device to detect hearing problems in infants
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Neeti Kailas to market the apparatus,
now in prototype phase, in 2017

VIDYA RAM

London, June 24

Neeti Kailas, a Bangalore-
based entrepreneur who
runs a project to increase the
screening of new-born babies
for hearing problems, has
been awarded the Rolex
Award for Enterprise with

itin 2017. They expect to price
it at around a fifth of the rate
for devices already on the
market.

User-friendly

The device is portable, bat-
tery-operated and non-inva-
sive — all factors Kailas hopes

births in India.

“We need to get the mess-
age out there that if we can
provide timely treatment,
your child can learn to speak
and lead a normal life,” she
said in London, where the
awards were announced.

The project has received
support from the Depart
ment of Biotechnology, the
All India Institute for Medical
Sciences, as well as the Centre

institutions. But Kailas hopes
to build a network of paedia-
tricians, healthcare workers
and maternity homes. Even
entrepreneurs who rent out
the device will increase its re-
ach.

The Rolex awards, institut-
ed in 1976, recognise projects
in areas ranging from applied
technology and the environ-
ment to science and health
with an award of 50,000
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